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no one, not even the Arabs they plundered, the
Turks or their soldiers, or even the Emirs and their
men, who were often held to ransom.
Ibn Saud conquered one Emirate after another,
and in the space of thirty years extended his beneficent
rule over the whole of Nejd, el Hasa, al Katif, Assir
and the Hedjaz. His very success provided him with
problems, and it is not uninteresting to see how he
faced them.
The first to engage his attention was the age-old
one of the Bedouin population of the deserts. Here,
a large proportion had led a predatory life, moving
constantly from one place to another, their direction
dictated by pasturage and the presence of water.
This element had no stake in the country. It had
no interest in the static. Raids, plunder and high-
way robbery were its beginning and end. Here was
a large section of the population whose activities, far
from being productive to the State, and far from
making for the common weal and common prosperity,
was a constant deterrent to advance, and a black
smudge on the deficit side of the ledger,
From a constructive point of view an administrator
had to regard it as a complete loss. Even from the
military standpoint it was of little value, for the old
Emirs had found it necessary to recruit their armies
almost exclusively from the town dwellers. The
desert Bedouin was a good fighter while the battle
lasted and went well, but the battle won, the com-
mander could only sit back impotent while the
Bedouins pillaged the captured and the fallen. The
Bedouin would only fight for material and immediate